REFORM IN THE PRESS
" That taking into consideration the need of
putting a stop to the mischief done by those
newspapers which publish malicious articles likely
to provoke discord and therefore incompatible
with the best interests of Turkey, or venturing
to attack the national Parliament,, or any of the
deputies, it is hereby resolved to invite the
Grand Vizier to take immediate action with
regard to such newspapers by drafting and
publishing a new Press Law in conformity with
the provisions of existing laws and of the old
Act, This reference of the Vizier's teskere to
the Commission now sitting on the new Press
Law is to be made an order of the day."
We are apt in England to look with suspicion
on any attempt to curtail the freedom of the Press.
Yet it has been found absolutely necessary, during
the first two years of the Constitution, to suspend
a number of newspapers in Turkey, some of them
on more than one occasion and for varying
periods. The reasons have been various. Kalem
(the Turkish Punch] was suppressed after the
April troubles for having published a caricature
of King Edward warning Kiamil that he ought
to have foreseen his difficulties. This was felt
to be discourteous to a friendly Sovereign. Ikdam
(the name means Perseverance) was said to have
a circulation of 40,000, which is abnormally large
for a Turkish paper. Yet it also was suspended
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